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Course Description:  This course focuses on fundamental reading skills for non-fiction text, including identifying main ideas, supporting details and organizational patterns. Vocabulary improvement emphasizes dictionary skills. Core reading comprehension strategies and inferences are introduced.  
Course Objectives:   
This course will:

teach students previewing skills;

guide students in using a dictionary effectively;
 

teach students how to identify main ideas and supporting details;

introduce students to how to articulate authors’ implied main ideas;

teach students how to recognize organizational patterns;


introduce students to how to recognize authors’ arguments

Student Learning Outcomes:  Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

· use a dictionary to determine the meaning of selected words

· identify the main ideas in short passages

· identify the supporting details in short passages

· identify the organizational patterns in short passages

· prepare for reading by previewing short passages, textbook chapters and textbooks

· infer the unstated main ideas of short passages

· draw conclusions from reading short passages

· identify the point of, evaluate the support for, and draw conclusions about a basic argument  in a short passage         
Length of Course:
33 lecture hours

Grading Method:
Pass/No Pass only
Prerequisites:
Placement in RD080 
Required Text:
Ten Steps to Building College Reading Skills, 4th Ed., John Langan.
Major Topic Outline:   
Dictionary Use

Main Ideas

Supporting Details

Locations of Main Ideas

Organizational Patterns

Making Inferences and understanding implied main ideas

The Basics of Arguments
